Saving A Fading Puppy

By Myra Savant Harris

I recently had a fading puppy. She is the runt of the litter of six rowdy little girls. I don't know what happened or what made her go down, but in the morning, when I went in to clean up, she was down and looked very near death. She was just barely four weeks old at the time. She was lethargic, no longer moving or blinking her eyes, couldn't hold her head up and was flat on one side. I have never seen a puppy so close to death. Her heart was still beating, however and she was breathing, but slowly and crying. 
Looking at her, I just decided to go for broke because I honestly didn't think I had a prayer of saving her. After staying with her the entire day and subjecting her to very aggressive treatments, she went from what I have described to you to completely and totally normal in 12 hours. This morning, she followed me out to the kitchen barking the whole time because she was hungry and wanted her breakfast. She is a real little midget. 
I decided to tell you what I did for her and what a dramatic turn around she made. I'm not necessarily telling you what to do for your fading pups, but this worked for me and might work for you if you get a pup that you just don't think you can save. This is what I did for her that day:
1) I warmed 10 ccs of Fresh Frozen Plasma from Dr. Dodds and gave her the entire amount in a sub q injection. It absorbed nicely and 9 days later, no sign of a problem at the site.

2) Honey on her tongue every 3-4 hours. Just put it on the end of my finger and rubbed it on her tongue. Enough for her to taste, but not enough for her to aspirate.

3) Warmed lactated ringers solution every 3-4 hours injected sub q.
4) I put her in a very, very low heat warming box and gave her oxygen at one liter per minute.

5) Every hour, I got her out of the box, massaged her entire little body to get her circulation going and held her as much as possible while still allowing her to get oxygen.
6) Started her on Kflex (or Cephalexin). I only had capsules, which worked very, very well. I opened a capsule (250 mg) onto a dab of honey about as big around as a nickel, mixed it in and estimated about one fifth of it every time she needed the honey on her tongue. That way, she got the antibiotic and the honey at the same time in about a 50 mg dose. I kept her on the antibiotic for 7 days.

I found her at about 8 AM and started caring for her immediately. By noon, she could blink her eyes, by 4 PM, she was moving independently in the box to reposition herself and by 8 PM, she got up in the box, walked to the other end and pooped by herself. I give all the credit to the Fresh Frozen Plasma and view the other things as being the support system needed to keep her alive until the plasma kicked in with its antibodies. 

MOST IMPORTANT - don't feed a fading puppy and don't give them anything but that honey on the tongue. I've come to practice the way we did in NICU, and when they were sick they were NPO (nothing by mouth) until they turned around. The Lactated ringers and the honey on the tongue will give them adequate fluids and electrolytes including glucose until they can take food. They can live on that alone for at least 48-72 hours  By 8 that night, I let her lick baby food meat off my finger. I believe that when we feed our faders, they can't digest it and they often get bloated and eventually die.  ~ Myra
I’d like to add that I agree with the not feeding part.  If you wait and keep them hydrated, (as long as mom has milk) the baby will either get better and want to nurse, or they will simply not make it. At 3 weeks, a pup can lap water and/or milk, so no reason at that point to tube a pup. I have successfully weaned 3 week old pups.  ~ Sandra

