Maternal Antibodies & Vaccinations 

By Jean Dodds, D.V.M.

    
Maternal immunity should protect most pups until 8-10 weeks as a minimum, if the dam has been fully vaccinated. Anyone whose around feral or unvaccinated, unthrifty animals should stay away from puppies until they've reached 12-14  weeks, as the immune system of these pups matures around 12 weeks.  That's why you need to give one or a maximum of two vaccines before 12 weeks, and one more after 12 weeks of age.  

We start vaccinations later now than we used to [not before  8 weeks] or better at 9-10 weeks, and then give boosters at 12 and 16 weeks for those receiving the three shot protocol, or at 14 weeks for those receiving the minimum two shot protocol. Rabies vaccine should be given separately and as late as possible according to the law [e.g. 20-24 weeks]. Also, we recommend only the core vaccines for puppies [distemper + parvovirus, and perhaps adenovirus 2 for hepatitis].  
The rest, other than rabies vaccine, are considered "non-core" and generally aren't needed -- unless a particular problem is endemic or of concern in a specific area [e.g. Leptospirosis], or these can be given later on.

Once a puppy has received two doses of vaccine, it should be safe to expose him/her to the outside environment with common sense precautions.  If younger pups need to be taken somewhere, they should be carried, rather than allowed to walk on potentially contaminated surfaces.  In coming home from dog performance or other events, shoes should be changed outside or wiped off with dilute bleach.  Changing clothes before picking up or playing with 
unvaccinated puppies is also wise, and the dogs attending shows should be kept apart from the pups for 7-10 days, if at all possible, or at least one should avoid exposing the pups to their urine or feces.  The best advice when litters are born is to avoid going to dog events or traveling with them until they've had two vaccinations. 

Please feel free to reprint this information, if you wish.
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Yahoo! Groups Links

<*> To visit your group on the web, go to:
    http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CanineRepro-PuppyCare/

<*> To unsubscribe from this group, send an email to:
    CanineRepro-PuppyCare-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com

<*> Your use of Yahoo! Groups is subject to:
    http://docs.yahoo.com/info/terms/


