Weaning Pups

By Sandra Morgan

My advice would be to stop all the extra stuff you're doing and get them on the Royal Canin Mini Baby Dog kibble as soon as possible. I strongly recommend this food for weaning & newly weaned pups because as soon as I started using it, I stopped having problems. I've had sinus infections, choking pups, abscessed sinuses (NOT fun!!!), and since I started using this method, not one problem.

I start them on extra, extra lean ground sirloin, which I place in snack size ziplock bags and freeze ahead of time. I take one out to thaw as soon as I have one thawed. I put the raw hamburger between my fingers and let the pups each suck it off my fingers. (A few will need some encouragement to try it, but once they taste it, they're on it.) I do this once a day for a couple of days, in place of a nursing.

At the same time, I make sure they have a bowl of water and/or pasteurized or some canned goats milk. Sometimes they don't like the water at first, so I use the goat's milk to tempt them, and then mix it and switch it over to plain water. I also use this to soak the Baby Dog kibble, which I also put in with the pups between nursing, at least once a day. Moms are starting to not want them to nurse long, so this lets them get full when mom says, enough and they're not ready to be done.

I very slowly limit how many times per day, and for how long mom is with them, to dry her up very slowly, once they take to the hamburger and kibble. They get very fond of the hamburger, and not so much the kibble, unless you doctor up the kibble, which I do, after I've added the hamburger. I take small little pieces of hamburger and a spoonful of small curd full fat cottage cheese and mix it with the soaked Baby Dog. I leave this in with them and switch this over to the solid meals instead of just hamburger, once mom is only feeding them once or twice a 24 hour period. Then I finish backing her off and drying her up. By doing this very carefully and gradually, I've only had one time where my girl started to get mastitis, and that was because I tried to hurry the process while my mom was visiting.

So, the reason for the Baby Dog, it soaks faster and better than any food I've tried. I've used puppy food crushed up and made gruel, all that, but nothing works as well, in my opinion, or is safer. I tell you once you try it, you won't go back. No more mush stuck to everything. LOL!  It holds up so they can get it into their mouths, then it dissolves, so no more stuck kibble and choking pups. No more gruel snorted up their noses, no more problems with any of that. I eventually stop adding anything but hot tap water to let it soak, and then back off on the water, so they start to chew it, at around 10 weeks, when their milk teeth get in really well. At 10 weeks, I switch them over to the Royal Canin Mini Puppy Dog formula kibble, per their nutritional requirements. and by 12 weeks, they're eating dry kibble and drinking water like adult Pugs.

I switch them over to the adult food I use, since it is made for all life stages and has tiny kibble as soon as my big bag is running low and I can mix it in to make the switch. Be sure not to let you weaned pups go longer than six hours between meals, unless you’re willing to risk low blood sugar and possible seizures. If feeding them multiple times during the day is not possible, leave fresh food and water out for them. This will make potty training more difficult, but ensures they do not develop low blood sugar unless they have a medical condition. 
